
 
 
August 2020 
Dear Willard Families, 
  
Welcome to the start of the 2020/21 school year. As we begin the school year during these unprecedented times, it is 
our hope that Willard continues to be a place where students, families, and staff feel connected and a sense of 
belonging. Additionally, and despite the circumstances, our primary goal around ensuring every Willard student gets 
what they need to learn academic content at very high levels remains Willard’s priority for your students. 
  
As I move from being Willard’s Vice Principal to being Willard’s Principal, we have brought a new VP into the 
Willard community. Mr. Bryan Grau is bringing 25+ years of educational experience to Willard. Additionally, 
Willard has brought on a new P.E. teacher. Ms. Stephanie Roth will be joining our expert physical education 
department after spending 10+ years teaching P.E. in Oakland. 
 
The first day of school is Monday, August 17th. With this date approaching, I would like to provide you some 
important information as it pertains to BUSD’s distance learning plan, registering your students, staying connected 
during this time of uncertainty, and further information.  
 
BUSD distance learning plan: If you have not done so already, please review this resource distributed last Friday 
by Superintendent Stevens. Included in this resource, you will find the middle school schedule that Willard will be 
working from.  
 
Registering your students: All student registration is happening remotely. If you are the guardian of an incoming 
6th grader, or you have a new student to Willard AND you have yet to register your student, then you must register 
remotely between August 3rd and August 14th. To register please send your registration documents to Willard’s 
secretary, Rosalina Barrios at rosalinabarrios@berkeley.net 
 

Lunch Forms: All Willard families need to complete a lunch form. Lunch forms can be  
          completed remotely at www.EZmealapp.com  

 
Staying Connected:  The Willard Update is our school’s important electronic newsletter (etree) used by Mr. 
Albeck, teachers/staff, and PTA to share all school news. Sign up today so that you don’t miss out on any 
announcements! Subscribe at www.willardmiddleschool.org using the “Sign Up For the Willard Update” form. 
Questions? Contact etree@willardmiddleschool.org. 
 

PTA: On behalf of Willard’s PTA, PTA president Jean Dimaria has written this welcoming letter. 
Please read and consider joining us on September 9th, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm for our first PTA 
meeting of the year.  
 

Further information: Information on how to access your student’s schedules and other details about the 20/21 
school year will be provided to you next Monday at noon. Please be on the lookout for this information.  
 
I look forward to working with you and continuing to make Willard a good experience for all students.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Chris Albeck 
Principal  
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